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There is Much Work to do in Order to Undue the Harm Done to 
Canada’s Indigenous Peoples 
 
Indigenous peoples in Canada continue to experience many barriers to formal education including distance, 
poverty and lack of cultural welcoming in mainstream schools. A vicious cycle occurs whereby “low socioeconomic 
status promotes low educational achievement, and results in low socioeconomic status.”1 Many Aboriginal youth 
in Northern Ontario must leave home to attend secondary school. “First Nations youth commit suicide about five 
to six times more often than non-Aboriginal youth [and]… suicide rates for Inuit youth are among the highest in the 
world, at 11 times the national average”. 2 Nearly half of children under 14 in foster care in Canada are Aboriginal 
children, in numbers now surpassing those removed to residential schools.3 Canada’s 2001 census shows that “the 
median income of all persons indicating Aboriginal identity is 61% of the median income for all Canadians.” 4  
 
Indigenous peoples are significantly overrepresented in Canada’s criminal justice system.5 The incarceration of 
Black Canadians and Aboriginal women is on the rise.6  
 

“There are numerous other indicators of the reality of racial discrimination in Canada. Racialized persons 
experience disproportionate poverty, over-representation in the prison population, under-representation 
in the middle and upper layers of political, administrative, economic and media institutions and barriers 
to accessing employment, housing and health care to name just a few.”7  

 
Part of undoing the harm is to keep in mind that the picture of those harmed is often used as a stereotype to 
represent all members of that group. Situating the outcomes of colonialism with the people who were impacted 
instead of working to dismantle the structural causes tends to push the responsibility further into the realm of the 
personal, toward the people and communities who are impacted, rather than toward the broader society where 
outcomes of colonization are held and maintained.  
 

Most young Aboriginal people in Canada want to go on to post-secondary education after completing high 
school. The educational aspirations of Aboriginal people are not very different from those of other Canadians. A 
recent survey of First Nations people living on-reserve 4 shows that 70% of those between the ages of 16 and 24 
hope to complete some form of post-secondary education.  
At the same time many factors are holding back First Nations students: 53% agreed that the level of government 
funding is inadequate; 46% agreed that First Nations youth are not academically prepared through their high 
school education; and 28% agreed that First Nations people do not feel welcome on university and college 
campuses. Only 20% agreed that jobs in First Nations communities do not require post-secondary education.8 
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